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SUBJECT: COSTA GOMES TRIP TO POLAND AND USSR 

1. COSTA GOMES TO VISIT POLAND AND USSR: SEP 23 AN- 
NOUNCEMENT FROM OFFICE OF PRESIDENCY OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED THAT 
PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES, ACCOMPANIED BY WIFE AND AIDES, WILL 
VISIT POLAND (SEP 27-OCT 1) AND USSR (OCT 1-4). THOUGH NAMES 

OF PRESIDENTIAL PARTY HAVE NOT BEEN RELEASED, FOREIGN 

MINISTRY PROTOCOL DIRECTOR TOLD US THAT FONMIN MELO ANTUNES 

AND TWO REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEMBERS WILL ACCOMPANY PRESIDENT. 

2. PRESS CONFLICT OVER VISIT: SELECTION OF JOURNALISTS 

TO ACCOMPANY PRESIDENT HAS GENERATED UNEXPECTED CONTROVERSY. 
COMMUNICATION MINISTRY TOLD LOCAL PRESS EARLIER IN WEEK THAT 
COUNTRIES TO BE VISITED WOULD PERMIT MAXIMUM OF 18 MEDIA 
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MEDIA TEAMS WERE INCLUDED, ONLY NINE SPACES REMAINED FOR 
PORTUGUESE WORKING PRESS AND RADIO. EIGHTEEN OF THE 23 
JOURNALISTS WHO HAD INTENDED TO ACCOMPANY PRESIDENT MET 
SEPT 23 AND 16 VOTED (AND 2 ABSTENTIONS) TO STAY AT HOME IF 
RESTRICTIONS PREVAILED. EDITORIAL COUNCIL OF COMMUNIST- 
LINING (AND GOP-FINANCED) "DIARIO DE NOTICIAS" VOTED TO DIS- 
ASSOCIATE ITSELF FROM VOTE AND TO SEND A REPORTER REGARDLESS 
OF POSITION TAKEN BY OTHER JOURNALISTS. DIARIO SUGGESTED CHOOSING 
JOURNALISTS TO TRAVEL ON BASIS OF "WHO IS SERVING THE 
REVOLUTION." 
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